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AMENDMENTS TQ Tgg 

1 . (Original) A plug inserted into and enclosing an opening within a wall of a hollow 
post and securing a wire harness running within said hollow post, comprising: 

at least two locks projecting out from a surface of said plug and securing said plug within 
the opening, at least one of said locks being located at or near a first end of said plug, and at least 
one of said locks being located at or near a second end of said plug, said locks resiliently 
engaging an edge of the opening and aligning said plug within the opening along a first axis; 

at least two tensioners projecting out from said surface of said plug and resiliently 
engaging the edge of the opening and aligning said plug within the opening along a second axis, 
at least one of said tensioners being located at or near a first edge of said plug, and at least one of 
said resilient tensioners being located at or near a second edge of said plug; 

at least one stabilizer projecting out from said surface of said plug and resiliently 
engaging the wall, thereby exerting tension within the plug along a third axis; and 

at least one fastener for securing the wire harness to said plug. 

2. (Original) The plug according to claim 1, wherein said £brst and second axes are 
approximately perpendicular to one another. 

3. (Original) The plug according to claim 1» wherein said third axis is perpendicular to 
said first and second axes. 

4. (Original) The plug according to claim 1 , wherein said first and second ends of said 
plug lie opposite to one anoth^, and said first and second edges of said plug lie opposite to one 
another. 
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The plug according to claim 1, wherein said hollow post is a pillar of an 

6. (Original) The plug according to claim 1, wherein said plug is a one-piece 
monolithic structure. 

7. (Original) The plug according to claim 1 , wherein said at least one stabilizer 
comprises a pair of resilient protrusions extending out from said surface of said plug. 

8. (Original) The plug according to claim 1, further comprising at least two stabilizers, 
with at least one of said stabilizers located near said first edge of said plug> and at least one of 
said stabilizers located near said second edge of said plug. 

9. (Original) The plug according to claim 1 , wherein said fastener comprises at least 
one clip that projects out from said surface of said plug and secures the wix^* harness. 

10. (Original) The plug according to claim I, wherein said fastener comprises a tie that 
wraps around the wire harness and then attaches to said plug. 

1 1 . (Original) The plug according to claim 1, wherein each of said at least two locks 
initially engages the edge of the opening with a generally rounded end portion that promotes 
aligmnent of said plug respective to the opening. 
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12. (Original) The plug according to claim 1, wherein each of said at least two tensioncrs 
initially engages the edge of the opening with a generally rounded end portion that promotes 
alignment of said plug respective to the opening. 

13. (Canceled) 

14, (Canceled) 

15, (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17, (Cuircntly Amended) A pillar shield for securing a wire harness running within a pillar, 

the pillar including a wall having an opening with an edge, the pillar shield c omprising: 

a generally planar-shaped body designed to close off flie opening within a tilS wall of 
the pillar; 

at least two clips projecting out from said body of said pillar shield^ and oocuring said 
pillor ohi e ld within th e opening in the wall, paid at least two clipo roailiontlv each of the at least 
' two clips having resil ient locks configured for securing said pillar shield within the openinp i^^ 
the wall and for beig g compressed by a» ^ edge of the openin g, thereby aligning to align said 
pillar shield within the opening along a first axis; 

at least two tensioners projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
tensioners each having a portion for being resiliently compressed by the edge of the opening, 
thereby aligning said pillar shield within the opening along a second axis; 
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at least two stabilizers projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
stabilizers arranged to be resiliently compressed by the wall of the pillar* thereby gcnorating 
tansioni directed along a third oxio. between said pillar shield and the wall of the Dillar directing 
a foice along a third axis tending to push the sh ield awav fix?m the wall : and 

at least one fastener for attaching the wire harness to said pillar shield. 

18. (Original) The pillar shield according to. claim 17, wherein said first axis lies 
approximately ninety degrees from said second axis. 

19. (Original) The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein said third axis lies 
perpendicular to said first and second axes. 

20. (Original) The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein at least one of said clips 
is located at an end of said pUIar shield, and at least one of said clips is located at an opposite 
end of said pillar shield. 

21. (Original) The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein at least one of said 
tensioners is located nearby an edge of said pillar shield, and at least one of said tensioners is 
located nearby an opposite edge of said pillar shield. 

22. (Original) The piUar shield according to claim 17, wherein said pillar shield is a one- 
piece monolithic structure. 
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23. (Original) Th^ pillar shield according to claim 17 wherein said fastener comprises at 
least one clip projecting out firom said body of said pillar shield and securing the wire harness. 

24. (Original) The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein said fastener comprises a 
tie that wraps around the wire harness and then attaches to said pillar shield. 

25. (Currently Amended) A pillar shield for securing a wire harness running within a pillar, 
the pillar including a wall having an opening with an edge, the pillar shield c omprising: 

a generally planar-shaped body designed to close off «» the opiening within a tjje wall of 
the pillar; 

at least two clips projecting out from said body of said pillar shield and poouring said 
pillar shield within the opening in the wall sold at least tw^p clipQ r e silientlv each of the at least 
two clips having resilient locks configured for securing said pillar shield within the opening in 
the wall and for being compressed by €« ttie edge of the opening , thereby aligning to align said 
pillar shield within the opening along a first axis; 

at least two stabilizers projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
stabilizers arranged to be resiliently compressed by the wall of the pillar, thereby generating 
tension, directed along a s e cond axis, between said pillar shield and tho wall of the pillar 
directing a force along a second axis tending to push the shield awav from the wall : and 

at least one fastens for attaching the wire harness to said pillar shield. 

26. (Original) The pillar shield according to claim 25. wherein said first axis lies 
approximately ninety degrees from said second axis. 
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27. (Currently Amended) A pillar shield for securing a wire harness running within a pillar, 
the pillar including a wall havin p an opening with an edpe, the pillar shield c omprising: 

a generally planar-shaped body designed to close off t^ig opening within a ttie wall of 
the pillar; 

at least two clips projecting out from said body of said pillar shield and ooouring cajd 
pillar shield within the oponing in tho wall, said at leoat two chpa rooiliontlv each of the at least 
two clips having resilient locks configured fo r securing said pillar shield within the opening in 
the wall and for being compressed by a» Uie edge of the openin g, thoroby aligning to align said 
pillar shield within the opening along a first aT^is; 

at least two tensioners projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
tensioners each having a portion for being resiliently compressed by the edge of the opening, 
thereby aligning said pillar shield within the opening along a second axis; and 

at least one fastener for attaching the wire harness to said pillar shield. 

28. (Original) The pillar shield according to claim 27, wherein said first axis lies 
approximately ninety degrees from said second axis. 

29. (New) A plug inserted into and enclosing an opening within a wall of a hollow post and 
securing a wire harness running within said hollow post, comprising: 

at least two locks projecting out from a surface of said plug and securing said plug within 
the opening, at least one of said locks being located at or near a first end of said plug, and at least 
one of said locks being located at or near a second end of said plug, said locks resiliently 
engaging an edge of the opening and aligning said plug within the opening along a first axis; 
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at least two tensioners projecting out from said surface of said plug and resiliently 
engaging the edge of the opening and aligning said plug within the opening along a second axis, 
at least one of said tensioners being located at or near a first edge of said plug, and at least one of 
said resilient tensioners being located at or near a second edge of said plug; 

at least one stabilizer projecting out from said surface of said plug and resiliently 
engaging the wall, thereby exerting tension within the plug along a thixd axis; and 

at least one fastener for securing the wire harness to said plug; 

wherein the at least two tensioners and two of the at least two locks are hook shaped leaf 
springs; 

wherein the at least one stabilizer includes at least two tab shaped leaf springs extending 
in substantially opposite directions from one anothet. 
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